MADAME   DU   HAUSSET

If he gets out of his perplexities, surrounded as
he is by his enemies, he will be one of the greatest
men in history."

M. de Bernis remarked, " Madame is correct
in her judgment, for she has no reason to pro-
nounce his praises ; nor have I, though I agree
with what she says." Madame de Pompadour
never enjoyed so much influence as at the time
when M, de Choiseul became one of the ministry.
From the time of the Abb6 de Bernis she had
afforded him her constant support, and he had
been employed in foreign affairs, of which he was
said to know but little. Madame made the
Treaty of Vienna, though the first idea of it was
certainly furnished her by the Abb6. I have been
informed by several persons that the King often
talked to Madame upon this subject; for my own

part,  I never heard any conversation  relative  to

14ring the irreligion of the King of Prussia. of the famous
